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Month of Conferences

Well, July has been a very busy time in the diocese, with conferences and
gatherings of people from all over North Queensland. It all began on the 1st
with the Coming of the Light on the Torres Strait Islands, this was followed by
the Women's Cursillo and Synod simultaneously. Synod was once again a

Inside This Issue . .
great opportunity for everyone to get together and share our stories and our

1 Month of Conferences lives with each other. Synod was followed by Clergy Conference and Men's
Cursillo.
2 50 Years of St James,
Mount Isa Synod was our first chance to share this newsletter with everyone. We have
had some lovely feedback, but would like to take this opportunity fo
4 Transforming Faith encourage more people to contribute to this publication, to truly make it the
5 MU Conference 2007 newsletter of the people of this Diocese. As of this edition we have both a
) name and our very own email address, please send contributions and
6 Letters fo the Edifor requests to join the email list to our email address:
7 Downside Up ngchimes@anglicanng.org
8 Bill's Blog Where did our name come from?2 North Queensland Church tIMES,
9 Anglican Church Australia shortened becomes NQ Chimes.
and Beyond

10 Event Profile: Stand Up
Day

11 Synod Round Up
12 Upcoming Events

12 Review: Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows

"“...encourage more
people to contribute to
this publication, to fruly

make it the newsletter
of the people of this
Diocese.”

The Diocesan Clergy attending Clergy Conference
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50 Years of St James, Mount Isa

In May this year St James Parish, Mount Isa marked the 50th
anniversary (a jubilee) of the laying of the foundation stone
at St James' church by Bishop lan Shevill. In December the
parish will also celebrate 50 years of worship and service to
the community in their current building. This was a wonderful
opportunity to celebrate the grace of God extended to so
many families and individuals in the community during this
period. Many parishioners remembered with gratitude all
those, both clergy and laity, Bush Brothers and BCA
Missioners at St Luke's, Townview, all dedicated folk, who
maintained a Christian witness during the ups and downs of
parish life. We are building on the foundation that they laid.

At our parish Eucharist on the 20th of May, Diana Lister and
Barbara Fisher shared some of their personal memories of
Brother Archie Briggs, Priest and Bush Brother at the time of
the construction of the current building.

Fr Simon Hattrell reflected on facing the challenges of the
future, while at the same time drawing on a rich spiritual
heritage from our past.

"One of the seven marks of a healthy church that Canon
Robert Warren discovered in his work with churches in the
Durham diocese in the UK is that such a Christian community:
"...faces the cost of change and growth"...and a sub
indicator of that mark is that the churches that were growing
"while embracing the past, dared to take on new ways of
doing things”.

Ilove that sentence because it embodies and encapsulates
the dynamic tension of facing the inevitability of change-
something that none of us can escape- from the moment
we were born into this world. Some of us, of a certain age,
are on that slippery slope, where we are constantly
reminded of those things over which we seem to have no
control!

| said in a recent bulletin that this celebration today is a
“wonderful opportunity to reflect on a rich past, while at the
same time looking to the future with renewed hope”

David Ford, the Regius Professor of Divinity at Cambridge
University has said that "Our calling is to improvise in ways
that surprise and delight and yet ring true with the past".

A good friend of mine, author and Pastor, Gerard Kelly,
currently minister of a large city church in Amsterdam,
Holland, has named the challenge before us as Retro Future.
We have fo go back fo find the way forward.

The late magisterial Robert Webber in Ancient Future Faith
says "Our calling is not to reinvent the Christian faith, but, in
keeping with the past, to carry forward what the church has
affirmed from the beginning. We change therefore 'not to be
different but to remain the same'".

In our Gospel reading today (John 17) and in the Collect we

are reminded that Jesus took the long view of the church,
His body, the company of the redeemed. He saw us as
indivisibly united to the original band of disciples. He
prayed not just for them but for us who would believe
through their testimony. We are today an extension of that
apostolic testimony. We are not a recent invention. We
have not thought all this up! We believe today because
someone or some persons held true to the deposit of faith
that had been passed on and more importantly for us
today- they made sure it was passed on to us. They
handed on the ‘baton of faith’ in this race of faith in which
we are engaged.

The tragedy of some Christian churches today is that there
is no one to pass it on to. In some places the church has
lost critical mass. But there is hope! God can cause life to
come out of death, out of hopelessness and impossible
circumstances.

Remember Abraham, the Apostle Paul reminds us in
Romans 4:17 and the God who gives life to the dead
and calls things that are not as though they were.

We can chart the uncertain waters of the future, when we
truly understand our past and the richness of our heritage.
Just like the children of Israel, we look back every time we
share in the Eucharistic meal. This stylised meal is a
powerful reminder that our God is a covenant keeping
God. He remains frue to His promise.

As we remember and our faith is stired again, we receive
fresh courage, strength and inspiration to continue the
journey".

St James, Mount Isa, July 2007



NQ CHIMES PAGE 3

THE MISSION TO SEAFARERS
PORT OF TOWNSVILLLE
&
NAVAL CADET UNIT T S ‘CORAL SEA’

CELEBRATE

40 YEARS OF SERVICE OF THE NAVAL CADETS FROM

TS CORAL SEA TOWNSVILLE
&

80 YEARS OF MINISTRY BY THE MISSION TO SEAFARERS:
PORT OF TOWNSVILLE

TO BE HELD AT ST JAMES’ CATHEDRAL
SUNDAY 26" AUGUST 2007

THANKSGIVING EUCHARIST
9.00 AM
ST.JAMES’ CATHEDRAL

BLESSING OF WREATHS FOLLOWS AT THE PARK BESIDE THE
MARITIME MUSEUM, PALMER ST. STH TOWNSVILLE AT 11AM

A BAR-B-QUE LUNCHEON WILL BE HELD
AT THET.S. CORAL SEA FROM 11.30 AM

FOR THE BBQ RSVP...PO Box 729 Townsville Q4810
Ph/Fax: 07 4772 2774 Email: mtstsv@hotmail.com
by August 22" 2007
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Transforming Faith

The big question for tfoday seems to be one that puzzles many
people; and its this: How do we change "what we are" to what
"we should "become".

Priests throughout the world have been struggling with this issue
for a long time, myself included.

The church has an identity problem, in that we have promised
to keep the faith, baptise the faithful and ensure that not one is
lost that has been given to us to care for. Great things have
come from this ideal over many centuries.

Our churches in the North are mostly an inherited design
adapted from time honoured replicas of a bygone age.

Today the fact is that we sfill fry to use these museums for a
society that is so far ahead that they are out of sight. An old
legend about an explorer rings fo mind about this situation and
its this; An expedifion was launched into the dark reaches of
the Amazon the explorer collected many bearers and chose
one of them; an elder, to act as load master, the first two days
went very well and many miles were covered, but on the third
day the bearers would not move saying that because they
were moving so fast they had fo wait one day for their souls to
catch up.

People have indeed moved so far ahead that the words and
actions of the church have been left behind with a collection
of souls without bodies, we indeed are a church with little or no
substance, we need to race ahead to catch up because
people are not stopping to wait long enough for their souls to
cafch up, and we must find the people where they are at, in
order for third souls to meet them again.

Then of course we need fo modify our way of meeting their
needs so that we understand the speed required for today's
society, which is a society many days ahead of the age of
disciples who walked the way of the cross.

Our cross must be offen mobile and ready to meet the
challenges of today.

One way of doing this, is to find yourself in the situation that we
at Innisfail found ourselves some 16 months ago (although | can
suggest easier and safer ways of bringing about change than
that of a violent cyclone)

The Restored St
Alban’s

We found ourselves rather fortunate in the aftermath of "Larry”
that is after checking our pulse which had been racing away
faster than the wind for fear of meeting our dear Lord in
disarray not quite the proper way for a nice person like myself
to go, our pulses slowed down to one of almost panic but not
quite, and so we managed to bash open doors to get outside
and check the damage, God through the wind had
rearranged our furniture and buildings in such a way that |
could not for sure point out that which was ours and which
belonged to the backpackers 4 blocks away to that which
belonged to the catholic primary school across the way, well
some were embedded in the garden so deeply that | was
afraid they would soon take root, still others were now a part of
the palm frees that once stood tall and straight, but were now
stfrange poles with metal and sticks poking through them, odd; |
thought the parish hall was over this way, but no !'| was wrong
it now lay 50 metres away all scrunched up like a big paper
cup, the roof had become a large flat structure lay prone
upon the lawn like a giant pancake of tin and timber splintered
so badly it looked like a Chinese fan, a mere toy tossed aside,
by now five p[people were emerging from a pile of crumpled
tins from what was once a small cottage at the bottom of the
garden next door, what does one say at a time like this, good
morning, nice day did not quite seem appropriate any more,
so in my best quivering voice | asked if they were injured but
they were fine and the weather of the past few hours became
a nice little topic to while away the time

| did eventually realise that | must be in shock even the sky
looked sick, | shook my head and the awful thought struck me
that | had a fountain where | once had a large hall the building

The new look interior
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Transforming Faith cont...

was destroyed and the fountain was what remained of
the kitchen on the far side, like a flash | was on to the
problem can't waste water (being a good little Aussie) |
turned it off at the main which | found without too much
trouble.

Power lines were like spaghetti in the street and people
were appearing from large piles of junk that once made
up the street in which | lived. We were alive, | wandered
down the street visiting neighbours to see if they were
ok, and surprisingly they all were, even the hospital was
spared and so we began to live a different life we had
indeed caught up with our souls so quickly that we were
almost strangers, prayers and a change of clothes and
down to the task of reordering things, | had a funeral to
arrange for tomorrow, did | have a church ?

We managed to get things done for were lifted up high
by the prayers of many people, a generator arrived with
a cheque, then covers to keep things dry and so it was
that we came to a basic understanding with God that
we would take this opportunity to catch up with people,
we altered the church, pushed back its walls removed
old pews put in comfortable chairs, and made a
museum a delightful spiritual place of worship filled with
light and promise for a future with Hope.

May | take this opportunity to say thank you to all of you

MU Conference - 2007

who gave aid and prayers for the people of Innisfail, our
church is stil making plans to engage with the
community at a level not before known in a small
country town and we give thanks to God for showing us
the way, but | will be very careful when | pray for a
solution in the future, for you never know how God will
perceive your needs and change your life forever, in
exciting Innisfail,

Ray Fishwick

The View from across the road
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Letters to the Editor

Please send your letters to the Editor by email:

ngchimes@anglicanng.org

or snail mail:

6 Carmody Street
Hermit Park
Qld 4812

This area is for discussions and debates within the diocese.
These can be things you are interested in; things that are
annoying or worrying you or things that you think are going
well.

Something annoying to me

There are many publications and much talk about training
children. The words “Listen” and “Choice” seem to have
replaced “Behave” and “Obedience”.

Taking that further down the frack, thinking theologically,
what words can we use to encourage each other to see
maturity in Christ.

Mrs W Hoad

Watsonville.

Thank you

To all who have contributed name suggestions | would lik
fo express my thanks. Naming things is not my forte b+
received many suggestions. In the end | couldn’t mak«
my mind, so | put three of the suggestions to Bishop B
pick one our name was decided upon. Thank you Bic
Bill and thank you to all who offered suggestions.

Christian Ford

Mundingburra

Letters to the Editor

Please send your letters to the editor in, allowing us fime fo
include them in the newsletter for September. We would
love to hear from you, and we're sure the rest of the
diocese is interested in your contribution as well. Besides, it
would be great to have this page full of your thoughts and
opinions, rather than random pictures that we dig up.

Y

Brenda Ford

Mundingburra




NQ CHIMES PAGE 7

Downside Up

Family; the one thing we are unable to change,
something we have to live with.

| know that sometimes we wish that we
could perhaps make changes, make a sister or
a brother vanish, when you no longer wish to be
annoyed by their presence, but mostly though |
am sure that family, is the one thing we crave
when things are tough, or a long journey is over
and the home no matter how humble is the one
place you wish to be. In this world there are
many millions of people who will never see their
families again due to environmental upheavals,
disasters, war and civil unrest, flooding, military
coups, border changes, hunger, desertion,
even death. Orphans have little choice but
family is the one thing they desire above all else.

The Holy Family. This family is no different
than any other on the face of things, we are not
even sure if Jesus had siblings, many students of
theology are convinced he did and many
others are convinced he did not. Well what ever
the truth may, be we know that Jesus held his
mother in high esteem; but more than this he
called all people his Brothers and his Sisters, one
family all a part of the Creation of God, made
for his pleasure and to whom in death we shall
return, risen in the spiritual sense fo a new life
with God.

We are indeed a great mixture of colours,
shapes and sizes. We have similar problems in
finding a true sense of belonging, finding true
love, a home and a family of our own, not
everyone will succeed, many fall by the way
side. Many are lost through a multitude of
reasons, but many are also found through Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit, saved from loneliness
and despair by this Brother of all Brothers, he is a
man for all seasons and for all people, he will
never let you down, he will pick you up when
you fall, and cry with you when you are sad, he
will rejoice when you are filled with joy. Life is
VEry precious.

Love is the key to all family problems, love
and a sprinkling of faith. The darkest night can
bring the greatest joy if love walks in, family can
give that love, a church is a family a family of
people gathered together to speak with and
listen to their heavenly Father, the Father of us
all.

This then is your family, love each member
as you would love your own family.
Let me tell you a story.

The day | stood at Mary's well.

Imagine a very wet, tfeeming down, soaking
through to your very skin, wet underclothes kind
of a miserable day, skudding clouds, driving rain
and visibility about zero, just the day to go
across the Welsh hills in search of a lost Roman
Well that once was brackish and sour but for a
pilgrim became sweet and life giving. Twas such
a day as this when Rev'd. Ann and | called
upon a historian who knew the way of the Well,
and he would ask me to Bless it in God’s Name.

Two hours of slush and mud, over hedges
and boggy fields, John Bunyan's Pilgrims
progress through the Slough of Despond came
close to mind. The Well was again lost this day,
and at the point of giving up the historian
pointed down a gully to a dip and said with the
wind tearing his words from his mouth, “There’
there it is”.

| slid down the rocks and grass wetter than a
shag on a rock and feeling not the least
overjoyed at this rather miserable excuse for a
well, well it was really a spring in a wilderness
that bubbled forth to bring sweet water to the
gully, | straddled the little bubbling area and as |
struggled to see through my rain covered lenses
and water cascading down my back | offered
a prayer and looked skyward just as a bright ray
of sunlight burst through the thick cloud and
illuminated that one spot upon the ground the
briliance was unbelievable, three people
soaking wet removed their headwear and
offered to God a prayer of thanks and blessed
the little spring.

The sunlight was gone the driving rain was
back again and we walked back the way we
came in almost silent awe of what we had just
been a part of, our Father was with us all the
way that day and a wasted day was a blessing
| wish | could repeat, for to me | would rather be
a pilgrim and walk through the Slough of
Despond to find my Father and my family than
live a life alone. Our Father is here always.

Thank you God for my extended family here
in Innisfail.

Amen
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“It is important that as
Christians we
communicate with
God.”

Bishop Bill Ray

Bill's Blog

Congratulations:

| congratulate Fr. Christian and Brenda and all involved with the
production of the new publication for the Diocesan family.

One of the many joys of being a bishop is that you hear so many
positive comments. | have received several very heartening comments
about our new publication “Insert Name Here”, including from two other
Dioceses. (I passed on copies to the other bishops of our Church.)

Synod:

In my Presidential Address | raised the importance of communication.
Some people have mentioned fo me that we need to keep addressing the
matter of communication, as they were not at Synod and missed the
announcements | made concerning the resignations of our General
Manager, Ms. Nancy Gassin and Diocesan Treasurer, Mr. Peter Towers.

Nancy concluded her time with us on the 1st August and next week she
will commence as the Business Manager of St. Mary’'s Catholic College in
Cairns. We thank Nancy for her insight, vision and ministry within the Diocese.
We have been blessed because of Nancy's time with us and we assure
Nancy of our prayers and good wishes.

Peter will conclude his term as Treasurer on 8th September, when the
Diocesan Council meets. Peter has exercised his ministry with care and
devotion. He has brought considerable expertise and knowledge to the
position and as a Diocese we are most grateful. We wish Peter every
blessing for the future.

Communication:
Last time | wrote about communication. | thought | would continue the
theme for the remainder of the year.

Yes it is important that there is good communication between each
other, within our parish families, between our parish families as well as within
the Diocesan family.

Also it is important that as Christians we communicate with God. There
are many ways in which we can communicate with God. One is prayer.

Prayer is a vital aspect of the life of the Christian. For me the Daily Office
is a solid base for prayer. | also make fime to bring before God the various
needs of the Diocese such as those that come to Synod, Diocesan Council &
Executive, vacant parishes, what is planned in parishes.

| have shared in some sermons recently, my experience as a teenager
when | attended a rally when the one hundredth Archbishop of Canterbury
The Most Reverend Dr. Michael Ramsay spoke. Ramsay was asked how long
did he truly pray today. His reply was about one minute but he went on to
say that it took him fifty nine minutes to enter the heart of God.

As Christians we need to make sure we have time to pray. That is, we
make time not only to speak to God, but allow time for God to speak fo us.
It is very easy to have a shopping list approach to prayer. Yes we need to
make time as individual Christians, but also parishes and the Diocese need
to make time to truly pray so that the petition in the Lord’s Prayer, “your will
be done” is a reality for us, within our parishes, as well as within this great
Diocese of North Queensland.

With warmest Christians wishes,

+ Bill.
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Anglican Church Australia & Beyond
Episcopal Approval Won for Death by Chocolate

BISHOPS have divulged their favourite cakes in a “More
Cake, Vicare” fund-raising campaign by USPG Anglicans in
World Mission.

On the website, the Archbishop of Canterbury confesses
his love for ginger biscuits made “as a family enterprise in
which we all get very sticky and eat rather a lot of dough”.

The family recipe is included.

Chocolate is the top taste in Norfolk, where the Bishop of
Norwich, the Rt Revd Graham James, revels in “chocolate
cake, with chocolate filling and chocolate on top™; while

the diocese shares its recipe for Mars-bar cake.

Other chocolate-lovers include the Bishop of Grantham, Dr
Tim Ellis (death by chocolate), and the dioceses of St
Albans (chocolate layer cake), and Southwark (chocolate

banana cake).

Truro and the Church in Wales offer recipes for regional
favourites, including Cornish heavy cake and Welsh cakes.
The Bishop of Lincoln, Dr John Saxbee, is partial to a slice of
Lincolnshire plum bread with Marmite. There are also

recipes from around the world.

The aim is to encourage supporters to bake and sell cakes
in aid of the USPG's work around the world, using the online
recipes. There is also a suggested donation of £3 for

downloading the recipes.

www.uspg.org.uk/resources

- by Rachel Harden

"By the way Bishop Bill's favourite cake is reportedly the

”

frusty old fruit cake.
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Event Profile: Stand Up Day

Stand Up Day is our opportunity to stand up for the Millennium
Development Goals and to Make Poverty History.

Millennium Development Goals

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

2. Achieve universal primary education

3. Promote gender equality and empower women
4. Reduce child mortality
5
6
7

Improve maternal health

Combat AIDS/HIV, malaria and other diseases
Ensure environmental sustainability

Develop a global partnership for development
For more information see: www.millenniumcampaign.org

® 7

Make Poverty History

Every day 30,000 children die as a result of extreme poverty. This
shameful situation must end. If we have the will to act we can Make
Poverty History.

This campaign calls world leaders to end poverty by ensuring more
and better aid, fair trade, debft relief, supporting governments, helping
poor communities keep their governments accountable and tackling
climate change. We want them to honour their commitments to the
Millennium Development Goals, a global plan to halve poverty by 2015.

But we can only do this with your voice. Join the millions of people
in Australia and around the world who are taking action to Make
Poverty History.

Australia’s biggest photo petition

= Australia’s economy has never been stronger. Now is the time for

you to ask our leaders to FACE UP to poverty and deliver more
and better aid

= |f you can’t FACE the fact that 30,000 children die each day as a

result of poverty...

= |t'stime to make it personal, it's time you FACE UP TO POVERTY

Face Up provides a unique opportunity prior to the Federal election to
show our political leaders the growing number of faces behind the call for
policy change for more and better overseas aid.

Give more than just your signature to Make Poverty History. This is your
chance to go that extra step and help get the Australian Government to
Face Up To Poverty by adding your face to the first ever Make Poverty
History photo petition.

Add your face now: Go to www.makepovertyhistory.com.au










