
The Mission has had an eventful few months with our 80th birthday celebrations 

and busy time down at the Port. We also hope parishes have found a good use 

for the �really fantastic calico bags� distributed at Synod in July.

In August our honorary chaplain, Fr Don Fernance and I travelled to Katoomba in 

the Blue Mountains for the biennial National Conference of the society. After 

getting acclimatised to the chilly conditions, which took most of the conference, 

we enjoyed the interaction and came away with more ideas on how to improve 

our care of international visitors.

On return to Townsville, we picked up our new Toyota Hi-ace Commuter vehicle, 

designed to carry 10 people plus luggage. It will be used to ferry crew to and from 

the airport, and around the port and city. Bishop Bill blessed the bus following the 

Sea Sunday Eucharist in late August.

The mini bus is a donation from the International Transport Federation�s �Seafarers� 

Trust� whom we gratefully thank for the gift. It carries our logo on the bonnet and 

side panels and an acknowledgement along the back of the vehicle. The 

signage has been donated by Denis Gracie of Gracie Signs, Townsville. We are 

now looking at finding sponsorship for the fuel and maintenance of the Hi-ace. 

It was wonderful to receive such good media coverage for our 80th birthday 

celebrations and the new bus. With television news crews, radio interview and two 

newspaper articles, the events were well publicised around the region, giving the 

Mission a positive profile. 

However, we still face the fact that although our work is well appreciated among 

the shipping industry, it does not have much of a public face in the general

community. 

Dealing with mainly international crew, the general population does not seem to 

recognise the harsh reality of seafaring life. We do well to remember that without 

these crews, most of us would suffer greatly � most of what we wear, drive, and 

use daily is imported.

Mission to Seafarers Update
Berth 9

Port of Townsville
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Bishop Bill and the sanctuary party with the Colour Party of 
the TS Coral Sea following the Eucharist at St James 

Cathedral

Intercessions

Prayer points for November: 
We pray for 

� More volunteers to improve the services at the 
Mission canteen � for ship visitors, general volunteers 
and a gardener.

� Sponsors to help run the two vehicles.
� Donations for our Christmas Appeal.
� Families of those who have been lost at sea.
� Better conditions for crew on board our ships.
� the worldwide ministry of The Mission to Seafarers

We give thanks for 
� The new commuter vehicle.
� The opportunity to work with crews from many third 

world countries.

CHRISTMAS APPEAL FOR SEAFARERS
The Mission is asking for donations to give out a 

Christmas Gift to every sailor who visits the Mission 

Canteen over the Christmas period. Individual gifts 

are appreciated, or a cash/ cheque donation to 

allow the committee to purchase suitable gifts.

If you are able to assist, please contact us on the 

number below or email us on mtstsv@hotmail.com

Help us to spread Christ�s Love among seafarers.  

Blessing the new Mission Vehicle

We are now on the web:mtstsv@wordpress.com

Also check out the latest article about the Mission Canteen on 

Page 5 in rapPORT on the Port Authority website: 

www.townsville-port.com.au

If interested in seeing the Mission canteen in operation, please 
phone us on 4772 2774 for a visit. Write to us at PO Box 729, 
Townsville Q 4810.

Keep us and our work in your prayers,

Graham and the Mission Crew

Babel Theology Discussion Group

Babel: The theology discussion group for clergy and laity will meet on Monday, December 
3, at 7.30pm in the Diocesan Meeting Room.

Topic: Where are biblical studies in the 21st century? Postcolonial implications for 
Indigenous theology

Presenter: Fr John Candy.
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Every year, in the first two weeks of October, the small 

Tableland town of Ravenshoe celebrates its TORIMBA 

FESTIVAL. The word "Torimba" is created from the words 

"Tourism" and "Timber", two hallmarks of our town.

A special feature, well worth a visit, is the "Festival of the 

Forest" a first class display of local timber crafts in the Festival 

Hall.

Each Torimba has a special theme and the theme of this 

year's festival was "MASK". Saint Barnabas Anglican/Uniting 

Church has for many years engaged itself in the fortnight of 

Torimba, entering into some of its many activities as a 

community organization. Over the past ten years or so, we 

have regularly entered a team for the Quiz Night, 

participated in an ecumenical church service - The Torimba 

Civic Service- and entered a float and/or walking team in 

the Torimba Parade.

Whatever the Torimba theme for each year may be, we try 

to give it a Christian slant. Recent themes have been quite a 

challenge! 2005 - Circus; 2006 - Magic and 2007 - Mask.

This year the message of our Torimba Civic Service and our 

Parade Float was: JESUS SEES BEYOND THE MASK / TRUST 

JESUS. TAKE OFF THE MASK.

Fr Ian McAlister our Diocesan Ministry Development Officer 

was this year's guest speaker at the Torimba Civic Service 

and he and his wife Jill joined us again later in the week to 

march with our float.

Taking an active part in this community celebration gives us 

an opportunity to show that we are very much a part of our 

community. It is an opportunity to witness to our faith in a 

celebratory and non-threatening way. I am happy to say 

that our participation has been well received by the wider 

community and, I believe, helps towards breaking down 

some of the prejudice that exists against "church" people. 

We would encourage other churches to seek similar 

opportunities in their locality to show that Christians are 

people who love to party!

St Barnabas at Torimba Festival 2007

Ready to Go

Building the Float

Preparation
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Got Soul
Sunday School

This month�s Got Soul is, in fact, an article about one of 

Anglicanism�s sacred cows � Sunday School. Your reading of it 

may promote some correspondence to the Editor (or the 

MDO!!!)

I hate Sunday School.

It�s true that one or both of my children have uttered that 

pronouncement on more than one Sunday morning in their 

relatively short lifetimes, but I confess it myself today. I hate 

Sunday School. Here�s why:

Sunday School is why many of us who think, write, and work in 

the field of Christian formation can�t ever really get anywhere 

in trying to open up the very definition of Christian formation. 

For most church-goers, Christian formation (or the dreaded, 

more common �Christian Education�) equals Sunday School. 

Thus, trying to enlarge imaginations about the myriad ways, 

subtle and overt, that formation occurs in our personal and 

corporate lives, is usually an exercise in futility. People will knit 

their brows and nod politely (sometimes) when you wax 

eloquent about the formative power of practices but they will 

not really be convinced. And why should they be? They�ve 

been trained from early childhood to believe that 

formation/education occurs in a classroom. With books. Or 

colourful curriculum materials. Chairs are required. 

Formation/education couldn�t really have anything to do with, 

say, worship and the sacraments or with where we live, what 

we eat, how we spend our time and our money, who our 

friends are, who our friends aren�t, and so on. These all have to 

do with highly private choices or individual preferences--not 

with what we know corporately and communally; how we 

learn, how we�re shaped. 

Sunday School promotes and entrenches a troubling 

segregation based on gender, age, marital status, and--

incredibly--hobbies and interests. �All Nascar fans who like 

chicken wings and vote Republican welcome this Sunday at 

10:00 am!� (I exaggerate only a little). Too often when people 

arrive at church, they gather in neat, discrete demographic 

clusters where they spend an hour (in a classroom with chairs) 

with people who look, think, and act just like them. The 

opportunity, say, for an octogenarian farmer and a teenage 

punk rocker to have it out about the Trinity is pretty much non-

existent. Come to think of it, the octogenarian farmer and the 

teenage punk rocker don�t even worship at the same service.

The material content of Sunday School classes is often absurdly 

trivial--�The Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study� and �The Mayberry 

Bible Study� are trans-denominational favorites. (I kid you not: 

check out www.barneyfife.com sometime). Other Sunday 

School classes pride themselves on tackling tough social issues. 

Usually these are forums where everyone agrees to disagree 

and so nothing of moral significance is risked or gained, and 

everyone stays pretty much a stranger to everyone else. 

I know, I know: Sunday School classes can offer people 

support, fellowship, accountability. True. But at what cost to our 

larger ecclesial life? What has the entrenchment of Sunday 

School done to stifle a deeper reflection on the practices that 

shape and sustain us? Why does Sunday School often 

�compete� with worship (rather than complement it), often 

winning the competition in the minds of many? 

When Sunday School is the first and last place we look for 

where and how Christian formation is taking place, we�ve 

missed the mark. We�ve become predictable, uninteresting, 

unimaginative.

There, I�ve said it (though there is more to say). I feel better. I 

hate Sunday School. 
Written by Debra Dean Murphy and found at http://www.ekklesiaproject.org/content/view/237/9/
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Gordonvale Ordination

Townsville CMS Christian Conference
The Townsville (CMS) Christian Conference organised by CMS, 

Willows Presbyterian and the Anglican Church of the Ascension 

and held on Friday and Saturday 12-13th October  certainly lived 

up to expectations. There was a wonderful mix of bible teaching 

by the Rev. Andrew  Richardson on 1 Corinthians Chapters 8-12 

together with segments of praise songs and talks by veteran 

missionary to Nepal, Dr Bruce Hayes; missionaries in training, 

Duncan and Alison Barlow (with 3 year-old daughter 

Evangline)who will be leaving to serve in Indonesia early next 

year; Jeremy Gehrmann, Secretary of CMS for Queensland and 

northern NSW; and last but by no means least, by our much 

admired Bishop who gave a marvellous and powerful address on 

the Body of Christ. I did not speak to many of the attendees after 

the conference but those I did speak to found the conference 

to be very well worthwhile. Attendance this year just topped the 

hundred and that was slightly up on the 2006 conference. The 

high proportion of participants who had attended in 2006 was 

testimony to the high regard in which this annual event is held. I 

have now been to all three Townsville conferences and it is my 

intention, along with many others, to continue to participate in 

this annual event. The quality of the conference and the 

standard of bible teaching warrants attendance far in excess of 

the 100 that made an appearance this year. The date for next 

year�s conference has already been set for the same time next 

year, Friday and Saturday 10-11th October 2008. The keynote 

speaker will be Ray Galea who apparently has a well deserved 

reputation as an excellent bible teacher. So mark your 

calendars and please don�t organise other events to clash with 

these dates.
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Letters to the Editor
Please send your letters to the Editor by email: 

nqchimes@anglicannq.org

or snail mail:

6 Carmody Street
Hermit Park
Qld 4812

This area is for discussions and debates within the diocese. 
These can be things you are interested in; things that are 
annoying or worrying you or things that you think are going 
well.

Congratulations
Hello all,
May I congratulate those who are responsible for the re-
introduction of a newsletter within the Diocese of NQ. 
I say this for selfish reasons, because it provides an avenue 
for us ex-pats who have moved away to remain informed 
and therefore connected with the family of Christ, with 
whom we shared the journey for a while. 
To provide it through the medium of the internet, also 
means that it is available to us, almost as soon as it is 
available to locals, which means that it is relevant and 
current. 
It may seem sometimes that those of us who move away, 
are no longer interested or concerned with what is 
happening in the Diocese. 
Nothing could be further from the truth, and I find myself 
regularly asking, �I wonder what happened to such and 
such, or so and so?� 
It is simply not true, to suggest that because we are not 
with you, that we are not thinking of you. 
In my particular case, it is hard to venture far from your 
origins. At �State-of-Origin� time, I will always be a Qlder. 
I therefore commend those who have had to courage to 
contribute to the recent editions, and encourage more 
members of the Diocese to use this vehicle to share their 
stories. 
You just never know, who�s life might be brightened, or who 
might be interested. 
Regards to all
Rev�d Kevin Bourke
Anglican Parish of Tweed Heads

Editor Christian Ford

Notes from the Editor
Welcome to the November edition of NQ Chimes.  
Apologies for the lateness of this edition, but with General 
Synod and some busy times here at St Matthews I have not 
been able to put aside the time necessary to get the 
newsletter out.
I would like to start with sincere thanks to Sue Van Homrigh 
who has done a marvelous job with designing the new 
Masthead and Page Headers specifically for NQ Chimes.  
Sue has explained that the church seasonal colours have  
been included in the bell part, the sunshine of North 
Queensland in the background and the blue skies of the 
West in the writing.
Thank you to all who have contributed to NQ Chimes since 
its inception, and I hope that you will continue to do so in 
2008 and beyond as we work to keep the Diocese of North 
Queensland better connected through communication, 
communication, communication.
Photographs are probably causing the most problems for us 
as we try to work out how to not only put a newsletter out, 
but how to put out a newsletter that is right for our diocese.  
With this in mind, please could we request that photos be 
submitted digitally, as we do not have a scanner, making it 
difficult for us to find ways to include pictures that are sent 
to us in hard copy.  Obviously if you only have an actual 
photo we are happy to work to include it, though there 
may be delays in including photos submitted in this manner.  
Please also note that photos included in the newsletter 
increase the size of the file of the overall document, which 
is an issue when we come to emailing it to everyone, so we 
may only be able to include one or two of the photos that 
you submit, and sometimes there may not be space for 
any. Generally, we work on including everyone�s photos,  
but sometimes some people may miss out.  This is usually 
based on first-in best-dressed from when we receive news 
pieces.
Also, if you have photos of an event or occasion that you 
are sending to us please include a story. This is a great way 
of explaining to people who may not know what the 
photos are of, and why this event is significant.
Finally our apologies for any errors, misprints or omissions to 
date in NQ Chimes.  Please be assured that these have 
been honest mistakes of amateurs trying our best, and not 
deliberate in any manner.
Yours in Christ
Christian Ford
St Matthews Mundingburra
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Dear Friends,

First, I will provide a couple of updates, before I continue the theme of 

communication.  

General Synod:

The General Synod was held in Canberra from the 20 to 26 October.  It was an 

intense week.  The Diocese was represented faithfully by Fr. Chris Wright, Fr. 

Christian Ford, Fr. Ian McAlister, Mrs Deane Bray, Mr. Michael Fellows and Mr. 

Allan Spinaze.  The Diocesan Bishop is automatically on General Synod.  General 

Synod includes a number of our indigenous brothers and sisters, and Bishops 

Arthur Malcolm, James Leftwich and Saibo Mabo and Fr. Charles Loban were on 

the floor of Synod. 

I will provide a full report early next month when the Ad Clerum is forwarded. 

Family and Health:

Following General Synod I went on to Melbourne to meet our new grandson, 

Ryan Adam.  He is a very healthy, happy young baby.  Also, I had a follow up 

consultation in regard to my surgery before my consecration.  I thank everyone 

for their prayers as the report was excellent. 

Communication:

The Anglican Church is a liturgical church.  The liturgical year shapes our worship 

life and how we express our faith in Jesus Christ both as individuals and as a faith 

community.  The liturgical year communicates with us and equips us to 

communicate our faith in Christ. 

At present in terms of the Church/Liturgical year we are concluding the Sundays 

After Pentecost, in other words that time of the year when we seek to live and 

serve our Lord in the power of the Spirit. The liturgical colour is green, green for 

growth, our growth in faith, our growth in Christ. 

The final Sunday of the liturgical year is Christ the King (25th November).  This is an 

important Sunday liturgically as we celebrate the Kingship of Christ.  This Sunday 

gives us an opportunity to reflect on and ask ourselves how well we have served 

Christ our King this past liturgical year.  It gives us an opportunity to re-examine 

our prayer life and how we allow Scripture to inform our spiritual journey.  

Advent Sunday (2 December) is the start of a new liturgical year.  This coming 

year is what is known as Year A � where most of the Eucharist readings come 

from Matthew.  The colour for Advent is purple, for preparation and penitence.  

(There are a couple of parishes that use the colour blue for humility with the 

focus on the Blessed Virgin Mary during Advent.)  Advent has a twofold focus.  

First we prepare ourselves for the Christmas, when we focus on the significance 

of the birth of Jesus Christ.  The second focus is on the second coming of our 

Lord.   

Often people make New Years resolutions for the calendar year.  The start of the 

liturgical year is an ideal time as mentioned to examine our communication with 

God.  It is also an ideal time for a parish or community of faith to examine how it 

Bill�s Blog

�The liturgical year shapes 
our worship life and how we

express our faith in Jesus 
Christ both as individuals 
and as faith community.�

Bishop Bill Ray
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is communicating with the local Church�s mission with both parishioners and those in the wider community. 

To this end, Fr. Ian McAlister, our Ministry Development Officer, is providing all parishes with an Advent Study.  The major 

focus of the study is on being a missional Church.  I commend these studies to you and if you use them I know you will 

be blessed. These studies can be used at other times. So if Advent does not suit please set four weeks early in 2008. 

The next liturgical season is Christmas.  The liturgical colour is white or gold for celebration.  At Christmas we rejoice that 

in Christ, God came among us.  Following the twelve days of Christmas we have the Epiphany, the visit of the wise men 

to the infant Christ.  The wise men were Gentiles, or non Jews.  The Epiphany reminds us that Christ came for all people.  

(A trick question from Scripture, to ask people, is �How many wise men are mentioned in the Bible?� Most people say 

three because of the three gifts, but the answer is �some� or just �Wise Men.� See Matthew 2:1-12). At the Epiphany we 

are reminded that we are to make Christ known to all.  The mission of the Church comes into sharp focus. 

For us in Australia the Epiphany falls during the holiday period and for us up here in the north it is the Wet Season.  While it 

may not be easy for people to celebrate the Epiphany, may we never forget the message of the Epiphany, that is, to 

make Christ known wherever God has placed us at this point in time.    

I will comment on the remainder of the liturgical year at another stage. 

Wishing you every blessing as this current liturgical year draws to a close. 

Yours in Christ 

The Right Reverend William (Bill) Ray

Bishop of North Queensland

Some of Michael Fellows� 
photos from General Synod
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News from the Southern Region
Southern Deanery EA �LM �Clergy Weekend 
Training
On September 21-22, MDO Fr Ian Macalister facilitated a 

workshop for 30 regional EA �LM and Clergy at Whitsunday 

AS, Mackay. Friday evening commenced with a BBQ dinner 

and fellowship and concluded with Evening Prayer.  On 

Saturday, Ian led a series of activities on aspects of Liturgical 

leadership including preaching and intercessions. After 

lunch, everyone enjoyed a time of sharing before 

concluding with Evening Prayer. Plans are in hand for the 

next event.

MDO Ian and Jill spent a week in the district visiting all the 

Parishes, getting to know the locals and leading workshops. 

Thanks Ian and Jill.

Ian leading the training

Australian Church Women � World Community Day 
- Service of the Least Coin
The Mackay service was hosted by the Parish of St Charles� 

with Deidre Comerford as guest speaker.  The theme was 

�Enough for each day� and Whitsunday AS Year 4 with 

teachers, Natasha Stevenson and Alan Davison, presented 

the Michael Mangan, �Care for Life� and gave hand made 

bookmarks to the 100 + congregation. 

WAS Students at St Charles West Mackay

Whitsunday Anglican School 1988-2007
Celebrations have continued throughout the year with the 

opening of the Jessie Wickins (Foundation Teacher)  Junior 

School Office, the Marvyn Trim (former teacher)  Year 8 

Classrooms in the Middle School, the Carol Bowern (2nd

Principal)  Tuckshop Plaza and the Greg Geise (Foundation 

Deputy Principal) Classrooms in the Senior School;   an Open 

Day followed by a  dinner with after dinner  speakers Jenny 

Ritchie (nee Finn) �foundation student, Daina Geise �

foundation teacher and Di Hatfield � foundation parent; and 

the launch of an amazing range of souveniers. A Celebration 

Assembly and Service of Thanksgiving will be held on 

January 30, 2008.

For further information check our website 

www.was.qld.edu.au
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Downside Up
What can I do with an old empty Pew?

Winter

There are old empty pews in the church on the hill,

Where people once sat down to pray

Are they yours may I ask?

Shall I dust them and clean them all around?

We could sing a small Hymn;

Perhaps say a prayer, or a psalm�

There are old empty pews in the church on the hill,

And the last time I looked they were all empty still.

Spring

There are old empty pews in the church on the hill,

Strange things they have happened today.

As I passed by the door, at twelve by the clock,

Soft crying could be heard from inside.

Was it you; may I ask?

On that cold Easter morn, or did Jesus visit us there?

There are old empty pews in the church on the hill

And the last time I looked they were all empty still.

Summer

There are old empty pews in the church on the hill,

And a service was held there some time,

For the church had been cleaned

A window swung wide;

Was it you may I ask?

On that warm summers day, or a saint from the past; riding by?

There are old empty pews in the church on the hill

And the last time I looked they were all empty still.

Autumn

There are old empty pews in the church on the hill

Potatoes and grain left around

Small footprints in dust by the wall could be seen

Some gloves on the seat by the door;

Are they yours may I ask?

Was the festival good? Did we raise lots of funds for the floor?

There are old empty pews in the church on the hill,

And the last time I looked they were all empty still.

But, I�ve not been myself for a while
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Trinity College Certificate in Theology and Ministry

Seven students from St Peters Anglican Church, Marlin Coast, Queensland received from the Trinity College 

Certificate in Theology and Ministry on the 6th of July 2007.  The process took two years with study groups 

meeting at various members� houses, etc. under the guidance and mentorship of Father Barry Patterson.

Congratulations to Anne St Martin, Janet Liu Terry, Joyce Yarker, Janine Paterson, Dr Shaughan Terry, Margaret 

Martin and Chris Roberts.

Confirmation at St Matthews Mundingburra
4 November 2007

A big congratulations to Nicola, Gemma, Shannon, Brian and Mark who were confirmed by Bishop Bill on the 

4th November. They all did really well, and we (at St Matthews) were very proud of them, especially when they 

stood up at the beginning of the service and explained what confirmation meant to each of them 

individually.




