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A CANON FOR THE INTERPRETATION AND SHORTENING  
OF THE LANGUAGE OF THE  

CONSTITUTION AND OF CANONS OF SYNOD 
 

(Assented to and passed 21st August, 1896. Amended 1960, 1985, 1989, 2004) 
 

Preamble 
 
WHEREAS it is expedient to make provision for the interpretation of the Constitution and of 
Canons and for shortening the language thereof: 
 
BE it therefore declared and established by the Bishop Clergy and Laity of the Diocese of North 
Queensland in Synod assembled as follows: 
 
1. Canons signed by President to be deemed original record. On the passing of a Canon the 
Canon which may be written or printed shall when assented to be signed by the President and 
certified by him in the following form that is to say: 

 
I certify that this Canon was passed by Synod and assented to on the 
 
                 day of               18        (or as the case maybe).  
 
As witness my hand this               day of                 18 

A.B. 
            President. 

 
and the Canon so certified shall be deemed to be the Original Canon. 

 
2. Canons to be divided into sections. Canons shall be divided into sections if there be more 
enactments than one and each section shall be deemed to be a substantive enactment without 
any introductory words. 

 
3. Canons may be altered etc. in the same Session. A Canon may be altered amended or 
repealed in the same Session. 

 
4. Repealed Enactments. Whenever a Canon repeals either in whole or in part a former Canon 
and substitutes other provision in lieu thereof the repealed provision shall remain in force until 
the substituted provision comes into operation by force of the subsequent Canon. Such repeal 
shall not without express words affect any act matter or thing commenced to be done under the 
repealed Canon but the same may be continued under the repealed Canon unless the 
provisions of the repealing Canon are adapted to such continuation. 

 
5. Repealed or Expired Enactments. The repeal of a Canon by which a former Canon is 
repealed shall not have the effect of reviving the last mentioned Canon without express words. 

 
6. Time of commencement of Canons. Every Canon heretofore or hereafter passed shall 
unless otherwise expressed be deemed to have commenced and shall take effect on the day 
on which the Canon shall have been or is assented to by the Bishop and the date purporting to 
be that of such assent which appears on any Canon or Canons recorded under the provisions 
of the Church of England Act 1895 shall be received for all purposes as evidence of the date of 
such assent. 

 
7.  In the Constitution and in this and in any Canon heretofore or hereafter passed and in any form 
or schedule therein contained or referred to or thereto annexed unless the context otherwise 
indicates the following terms shall have the meanings set against them respectively that is to 
say 
 

Inserted 1985 Assistant Bishop - A person appointed to the office of Assistant Bishop under ‘‘The Assistant 
Bishops in North Queensland Canon 1985” and “The Assistant Bishop to Aboriginal People 
Canon 1985”. 
 
Bishop - The present Bishop of the Church of England in the Diocese of North Queensland his 
successors in office and any person acting as his Commissary or exercising the powers of the 
Bishop under the provisions of the Constitution or any Canon. 
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Bishop-in-Council - ”Bishop-in--Council” The Bishop acting by and with the advice of the 
Diocesan Council. 

 
Canon – “Canon” Any Enactment of Synod. 

 
Chancellor – “Chancellor” The Chancellor of the Diocese for the time being appointed by the 
Bishop by instrument under his hand and seal. 

 
Chairman of Committees – “Chairman of Committees” The Chairman appointed by the 
Synod to be Chairman of Committees of the Synod. 

 
Church – “Church” (when not applicable to a building) The Church known as and forming the 
Branch of the Church of England in the Diocese of North Queensland. Where applied to a 
building a building licensed consecrated or set apart for the worship of God according to the 
rites and ceremonies of the Church of England. 

 
(Deletion and Insertion)   Member of the Clergy or Clergyman or Clergyperson means - Members of the Church in  
  2004     (a)  a person ordained into Holy Orders as Bishop, priest or deacon according to the rites and  
             ceremonies of this Church; or 
 
       (b)  a person ordained into Holy Orders according to the rites and ceremonies of another Church 
             whose Holy Orders have been recognised by a Bishop of this Church by the granting of a  
             licence by the Bishop to the person; and  
 
        whose Holy Orders have not been lawfully relinquished or who has not been deposed from the 
        Holy Orders in accordance with the Constitutions and Canons of this Church; and “person in  
        Holy Orders” has a like meaning;”  

 
Constitution – “Constitution” The Articles of Agreement entered into by the Bishop Clergy and 
Laity of the Church of England in the Diocese of North Queensland in the Colony of 
Queensland on the 13th day of June, 1883 and any Canon passed by Synod further amending 
or altering the provisions of the said Articles of Agreement. 

 
Corporation – “Corporation” The body corporate incorporated. under the name and style of 
The Corporation of the Diocesan Synod of North Queensland by Letters Patent dated 11th 
September, 1883 issued under the provision of the Religious Educational and Charitable 
Institutions Act of 1861. 
 
Delegate – “Delegate” and “Lay Representative” A Synodsman or any Lay representative 
elected by Synod to act on any Board or Committee. 
 
Diocesan Council – “Diocesan Council” The Council appointed to assist the Bishop in the 
conduct of the business of Synod when Synod is not in Session. 
 
Diocese of North Queensland - “Diocese of North Queensland” and “Diocese” So much of 
Queensland as is situated to the North of the twenty-second parallel of South Latitude until the 
same shall be reduced by the creation of new Dioceses and thereafter shall mean the area to 
which the Diocese shall from time to time be limited by the creation of such new Dioceses. 
 

Amended 1960 District – “District” Parish Parochial or Brotherhood District. 
 
Licensed Clergy – “Licensed Clergy” and “Licensed Clergyman” respectively Persons in Holy 
Orders holding the Bishop’s Licence to any special charge or cure or to the performance of any 
spiritual duty or service within the Diocese. 
 
Office Bearer - “Office Bearer” A person who has assented to the Authority of Synod and has 
accepted any office charge or trust under its authority. 
 

Amended 1960  Parishioner – “Parishioner” Any person whose name appears in the roll book of the parish 
parochial or Brotherhood district in which he resides or in respect of the Church of which he is 
an accustomed member. 
 
President – “President” The Bishop the Commissary appointed by him the Senior Archdeacon 
or other person for the time being presiding at any meeting of Synod under the provisions of the 
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Constitution or of any Canon. 
 
Property – “Property” All property real or personal including money and securities for money. 
 

Inserted 1989  Region -  “Region” A defined part of the Diocese constituted by the Bishop as a Region and 
notified by the Bishop to the Diocesan Council.” 
 

Inserted 1989 Regional Bishop - “Regional Bishop” An Assistant Bishop appointed and licensed by the 
Bishop to the episcopal care and oversight of a Region.” 

 
Registrar - “Registrar” The Registrar for the Diocese of North Queensland for the time being. 

Repeal - “Repeal” The revocation abrogation rescission or alteration of enactment of Synod 
and of any and every contract or agreement contained in such enactment or constituted 
thereby. 
 
Synod - “Synod” The governing body of the Branch of the Church of England in the Diocese of 
North Queensland. 

 
Synodsman - “Synodsman” A layman duly elected as a representative in Synod. 

 
Treasurer – “Treasurer” The Treasurer of Synod for the time being. 

 
8.  Interpretation of other Terms and Canons. In the Constitution in this and in all Canons 
hereafter passed and in all forms and schedules therein contained or referred to or thereto 
annexed words importing the masculine gender shall be deemed and taken to include the 
feminine and the singular to include the plural and the plural the singular unless the contrary as 
to gender and number is expressly provided. 

 
9.  When Power is discretionary and when not Wherever in the Constitution or in any Canon a 
power is conferred upon any person by the word “may” or by the words “shall be lawful” applied 
to the exercise of that power such words shall be taken to import that the power may be 
exercised or not at discretion and where the word “shall” is applied to the exercise of any such 
power the construction shall be that the power conferred must be exercised. 

 
10.Short Title. The Short Title of this Canon shall be “The Canon Interpretation Canon 1896- 
     1989.” 


