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SYNOD  CANON 
 
 (Assented to and passed 4 May 1998, Amended 1999, 2000, 2006) 
 
 
1. Preamble 
 
  To provide for the composition and the conduct of the proceedings of Synod. 
 
2. Definitions 
 
  2.1. Region 
 

A geographical area of Church centres for the better management of the Diocese and 
the conduct of consultations and conferences. 

 
  2.2. Parish 
 

 A geographical area of land established by Diocesan Council for the better 
management of the Diocese.  In each Parish the Bishop shall licence a Priest to the 
Cure of Souls of :- 

 
  (a) all persons living in that geographical area; 
 
  (b) all persons choosing to be part of the faith community. 
 
  2.3. Parochial District 
 

 A geographical area of land established by Diocesan Council for the better 
management of the Diocese but, in the view of the Diocesan Council not capable of 
financially supporting a Priest.  In a Parochial District the Bishop may licence a Priest-
in-Charge of the District with ministerial responsibility for: 

 
  (a) all persons living in that geographical area; 
 
  (b) all persons choosing to be part of the faith community. 
 

Inserted 2006  2.3A Ministry District 
 

A community of Anglicans recognised by Diocesan Council which in the view of the 
Diocesan Council is so small in number or so geographically diverse as to be not 
capable of effectively functioning as a Parish or Parochial District. 
 

  2.4. Faith Community 
 

 A group of people working together for the maintenance and extension of God's 
Kingdom. 

 
  2.5. Rector 
 
  A person in Holy Orders licensed by the Bishop to the Cure of Souls in a Parish. 
 
  2.6. Regional Dean 
 

 The Rector of a Parish appointed by the Bishop in consultation with the Clergy of the 
Region to be a support person for the Clergy of the Region and to assist the Bishop in 
his communication with the parishes of the Region. 

 
  2.7. Regional Conference 
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 A meeting called by the Bishop and open to all parishioners in a Region to discuss 
synodical and other matters of interest to the Church at the time. 

 
3. Division into Regions 
 
  3.1. Torres Strait Region 

 
 All of the islands of the Torres Strait, and the islander ministry areas on the mainland as 
appropriate. 

 
  3.2. Peninsula Region 
 

 The Aboriginal Communities of the Cape York Peninsula and the Aboriginal people at 
other communities in the Diocese as appropriate. 

 
  3.3. Cairns Region 
 

 That part of Queensland from Cape York south to the Cardwell Range on the East 
Coast, west to the Northern Territory border, north to the Gulf of Carpentaria, but 
excluding the Torres Strait and Peninsula Regions.  

 
  3.4. Townsville Region 
 

 That part of Queensland from the southern boundary of the Cairns Region south to the 
boundary between the Parishes of Bowen and Proserpine on the Coast, south west to 
the Suttor River, north along the Suttor and Burdekin Rivers to the southern boundary 
of the Cairns Region. 

 
  3.5. Mackay Region 
 

 That part of Queensland from the southern boundary of the Townsville Region south to 
the 22 degree of south latitude on the Coast, west to the Belyando River and north 
along the Belyando River to the boundary with the Townsville Region. 

 
  3.6. Western Region 
 

 That part of Queensland from the boundary with the Cairns Region south along the 
Burdekin/Belyando Rivers to the 22 degree of south latitude, west to the Northern 
Territory border and north to the boundary with the Cairns Region. 

 
4. Composition of Synod 
 
  4.1. Ex Officio Members   
 
  The Bishop, the Assistant Bishops, the Archdeacon, the Chancellor and the Registrar. 
 
  4.2. Elected Members 
 
 The Chairman of Committees and the Treasurer. 
 
  4.3. Parish Members 
 

 The Rector and two Lay members from each Parish to be elected by the Annual 
General Meeting of the Parish. 

 
   Parochial District Members 
 

 The Priest-in-Charge (if one has been appointed) and two Lay members from each 
Parochial District elected by the Annual General Meeting of the District. 
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Inserted 2006   Ministry District Members 
 

The priest-in-charge (if one has been appointed) and 1 lay member from each 
Ministry District elected by a meeting called in accordance with the applicable 
provisions of the Parishes, Parochial and Ministry Districts Regulation Canon. 
 

   Locum Tenens 
 

 Where a Priest has been licensed as a locum tenens to a Parish or Parochial District 
that person will represent the Parish or Parochial District in place of the Rector or 
Priest-in-Charge. 

 
  4.4. Schools, Colleges and Institutions 
 

All schools, colleges and institutions owned by the Diocese or operated by the Diocese 
 Amended 1999 as trustee, including each separately incorporated Diocesan School, to be represented 

by the Chairperson of Council and the chief executive person of that school, college or 
institution, provided that such persons are eligible for appointment to Synod under 
clause 05 of this Canon and any full time Chaplain in Holy Orders.  Should any of these 
persons not be eligible for appointment, the Council of the school, college or institution 
shall appoint an eligible person from that body as a representative to Synod. 

 
 Should the Chairperson already be a member of Synod, he/she shall appoint another 
member of Council who is eligible to be a representative from that school, college or 
institution. 

 
  4.5. Other Diocesan Bodies 
 

 Diocesan Children's and Youth Ministry Council to be represented by the Chairperson 
of the Council, and two youth members appointed by the Council; the names of the 
appointed members to be advised to the Registrar by the last day of March in each 
year. 

 
 Should the Chairperson already be a member of Synod, he/she shall appoint another 
member of the Council who is eligible to be a representative from that body. 

 
  4.6. Defence Force Chaplains 
 

 All full time Defence Force Chaplains currently serving in the Diocese of North 
Queensland, with a licence endorsed by the Bishop. 

 
  4.7. Additional Members 
 

 The Bishop may, with the consent of the Diocesan Council, appoint from time to time 
other persons not exceeding three clerical persons and three lay persons who are 
eligible for membership of Synod to be members of Synod.  Such appointments shall 
be for a period of time to be determined by the Bishop at the time of appointment. 

 
 4.8. No failure to elect or appoint members of Synod to Synod shall prevent Synod 

from proceeding to the dispatch of business or invalidate any of its proceedings. 
 

4.9 Three clergy of the Diocese with a letter from the Bishop granting "Permission  
Amended 2000 to Officiate" or other licensed Diocesan Clergy who are otherwise not eligible to attend 

Synod, shall be eligible for membership of Synod:- 
 
  (a) The Registrar shall as soon as possible after 1 February in each year:- 
 

(i) invite nominations in writing from all clergy with a letter from the Bishop 
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  Amended 2000  granting "Permission to Officiate" or other licensed Diocesan Clergy 
who are  otherwise not eligible to attend Synod provided that the 
nomination shall be 

 Amended 2000  signed by two clergy of the Diocese with "Permission to Officiate" or 
other licensed Diocesan Clergy who are otherwise not eligible to attend 
Synod, stating that the consent of the nominee has been obtained. 

 
                              (ii) signify the closing date for nominations being not less than three 

weeks after the posting of such notification. 
 

(b) Licensed clergy who are entitled to be members of Synod under any other  
provision of this Canon shall be ineligible for nomination or election as clerical 
members. 

 
(c) If no more names are received than the number of clerical members required, 

the Registrar shall declare the persons named to be appointed as clerical 
members. 

 
(d) If more names are received than the number of clerical members required the 

Registrar shall conduct a postal ballot among those with "Permission to 
Officiate" or other licensed Diocesan Clergy, such ballot to be conducted in 
accordance with the Standing Rules and Orders for the time being in force for 
the conduct of elections with such modifications as are necessary. 

 
(e) The ballot for any election under this section shall close on a date specified by 

the Registrar but no earlier than fourteen days after the dispatch of ballot 
papers. 

 
(f) The Registrar shall declare the persons successful in such ballot to be clerical 

members of Synod. 
 
(g) If at any time a vacancy or vacancies occur or there is an increase in the 

number of clerical members to be elected the Bishop shall appoint a member or 
members to fill such vacancy or vacancies from the licensed clergy who are 
eligible under the provisions of this section. 

 
(h) If at any time a clerical member shall be qualified as a member of Synod other 

than under Section 4.9 hereof there shall be deemed a vacancy which shall be 
filled in accordance with subsection (g) hereof. 

 
5. Qualifications of Synodpersons 
 
  Any person of the age of at least eighteen years who: 
 

(a) is baptised and is a member of the Anglican Church of Australia and of no 
Church which is not in communion with this Church; and 

 
Amended 2006            (b) is a communicant or who has been an accustomed worshipper in a church, 

school, college or institution within the Diocese for the previous three months. 
 
6. Term of Appointment 
 

 All elected or appointed members of Synod, other than those appointed under section 
04.7 of this Canon, shall hold office until their successors are elected or appointed. 

 
7. Default in Electing or Appointing 
 

 Where an election or appointment has not been made and advised to the Registrar 
before the last day of March the Bishop, after consultation with the electing or 
appointing body, may appoint clerical or lay persons to fill such vacancies. 
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8. Casual Vacancies 
 

 Where an elected or appointed member of Synod resigns or dies, a replacement 
member may be elected or appointed in a similar manner by which the original member 
was elected or appointed up until the date which is seven days prior to the first day of a 
session of Synod.  After that date such replacements can only be made by the Bishop, 
but shall be made in consultation with the original electing or appointing body. 

 
9. Disputed Return 
 

 Any objection to the return of a member of Synod must be made by a petition to Synod.  
If the election of a member to Synod is declared void by Synod the Bishop may appoint 
a properly qualified person as a member of Synod for that session in the place and 
stead of the person whose election has been declared void. 

 
10. Declaration to Synod 
 

 No Bishop, Clerical or Lay member shall take part in the proceedings of Synod until 
they shall have signed the declaration to which they are required to subscribe by the 
fourteenth and fifteenth clauses of the Constitution. 

 
11. Officers of Synod 
 
  11.1 Chairman of Committees 
 
  11.1.1  A Chairman of Committees shall be elected at each ordinary 

session of Synod and he/she shall hold office until his/her successor 
is elected. 

 
  11.1.2  A Deputy Chairman of Committees may be elected.  The Deputy 

Chairman shall exercise the role and responsibility of the Chairman 
in his/her absence. 

 
  11.1.3  The role of the Chairman of Committees is to take control of the 

Synod when it moves into a committee of the whole, for which 
purpose he/she may exercise all of the powers of the President in 
that behalf. 

 
 11.2. Treasurer 
 
  11.2.1  A Treasurer shall be elected at each ordinary session of Synod and 

he/she shall hold office until his/her successor is elected.  The 
Treasurer shall be a person with appropriate expertise in financial 
matters. 

 
  11.2.2  The Treasurer shall report to the Synod on behalf of the Diocesan 

Council and the Executive on the accounts of the Diocese for the 
year then ended, and present to the Synod budget for the ensuing 
year as adopted by the Diocesan Council. 

 
  11.2.3  The elected person shall act under the authority of Synod when it is 

in session and under the authority of the Diocesan Council when 
Synod is not in session. 

 
  11.2.4  In the event of the temporary absence of the Treasurer or his/her 

inability temporarily to perform the duties of the office, the Synod if 
in session, or the Diocesan Council at other times may appoint an 
acting treasurer who shall hold office at the pleasure of the Synod 
or the Diocesan Council respectively. 
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  11.2.5  In the event of the office of Treasurer becoming vacant when 

Synod is not in session, the Diocesan Council shall appoint a 
suitably qualified person to fill that vacancy until the next meeting of 
the Synod shall be held. 

 
 11.3. Synod Secretaries 
 
  11.3.1  At each ordinary session of Synod one Clerical and one Lay 

Secretary shall be elected from the members who shall hold office 
until their successors are elected.  The election of Clerical 
Secretary shall be by the House of Clergy and the election of the 
Lay Secretary shall be by the House of Laity. 

 
  11.3.2  The duties of the Secretaries of Synod are: 
 
    (a) to call the roll of members at each sitting of Synod and to 

record the attendance in the minutes; 
 
    (b) to minute the proceedings of Synod; 
 
    (c) to have custody of all documents laid before Synod and to 

return these to the Diocesan Registry following the close of 
Synod; 

 
    (d) to certify all Reports and Accounts laid before Synod, and 
 
    (e) to note all amendments made to Canons presented to Synod 

and to provide the Registrar with a certified copy of each 
Canon as passed. 

 
12. General Synod Representation 
 
 At each ordinary session of Synod an election shall be held to elect Clerical and Lay 

representatives to General Synod in accordance with the Canons of that Synod.  The 
Clerical members to be elected by the House of Clergy and the Lay members to be 
elected by the House of Laity. 

 
13. Provincial Synod Representation 
 
 At each ordinary session of Synod an election shall be held to elect Clerical and Lay 

representatives to Provincial Synod in accordance with the Canons of that Synod.  The 
Clerical members to be elected by the House of Clergy and the Lay members to be 
elected by the House of Laity. 

 
14. Regional Conferences 
 
 14.1 Regional Conferences shall be called and chaired by the Bishop or his 

representative and shall be open to all parishioners of the region. 
 
 14.2 At least two conferences shall be held in each Region each year, the first of 

which shall be held before the last day of March. 
 
 14.3 Each Regional Conference shall appoint a Secretary who shall record the 

business of the conference and any decisions or recommendations made.  All 
conference minutes shall be forwarded to the Diocesan Council for noting or 
action. 

 
15. Standing Rules and Orders 
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 The Standing Rules and Orders which shall from time to time be made by Synod for the 
purpose of ordering its own proceedings shall continue in force until other regulations 
are made in lieu thereof. 

  
16. Repeal and Commencement 
 
 16.1 The Synod Canon 1896-1986 is repealed from the First day of July 1998. 
 
 16.2 This Canon shall commence upon the First day of July 1998. 
 

 Amended 2000    17. Short Title "Synod Canon 1998 - 2000". 
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SCHEDULE 
 

 STANDING RULES AND ORDERS 
 
 
01. Bishop's Summons to be Read.  Every Session of Synod shall begin with a 

celebration of the Holy Communion in the Cathedral Church of St James, or other 
Church appointed, after which the Synod shall adjourn and reassemble at such time 
and place as is appointed for the transaction of business in the Summons of the 
Bishop.  The day on which the Synod so reassembles is hereinafter called the first day 
of the session. 

 
02. Roll to be Signed.  Before the commencement of each session of Synod, Lay 

Members shall sign the Declaration as prescribed by the Constitution and at the 
commencement of each day of each session of Synod all Clerical and all Lay members 
shall sign the roll. 

 
03. Days of Meeting.   The Synod shall from time to time appoint the days and the hour of 

each day on which it will meet for the dispatch of business.  If no appointment is made, 
the Synod shall meet at 9.30am on each sitting day. 

 
04. Meetings to be Public.  The meetings of the Synod shall be public but any member 

may move that strangers be requested to withdraw which question shall be forthwith 
decided without debate.  The President or Chairman of Committees if Synod is in 
committee may, whenever he/she thinks it desirable, order strangers to withdraw from 
the Synod. 

 
05. Access to Synod by Non-members.  Any member may seek the leave of Synod to 

order a person not a member of Synod to be allowed: 
 
 05.1. A seat for the duration of Synod and the right to speak if called upon by the 

President or the Chairman of Committees if Synod is in committee, provided 
that such person shall sign the Declaration required by Clause 15 of the 
Constitution and shall not be deemed a stranger under Section 4 of these 
Standing Rules and Orders but may not vote in any of the proceedings of 
Synod. 

 
 05.2. A seat for the duration of Synod, and the right to speak if called upon by the 

President or the Chairman of Committees if Synod is in committee, provided 
that such member is a parishioner in accordance with Section 2 of the Parishes 
Regulation Canon. 

 
  Such person shall not have a voice or a vote in any of the proceedings of 

Synod and shall be deemed a stranger under Section 4 of these Standing 
Rules and Orders. 

 
 05.3. To address Synod for and at a time to be determined by Synod and on matters 

not being addressed by Synod. 
 
  Such person shall not have a seat or a voice or a vote and shall be deemed a 

stranger under Section 4 of these Standing Rules and Orders. 
 
 Notwithstanding any or all of the provisions of this section such leave shall be given 

only by the consent of two-thirds of the members present. 
 
06. Quorum. 
 
 06.1. The presence of the President and fifty percent each of the Clerical and Lay 

members shall be required to form a quorum, provided that there is at least one 
Clerical and one Lay member from each Region of the Diocese. 
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 06.2. If at the expiration of half-an-hour after the time appointed a quorum is not 

present, the President shall without taking the Chair adjourn the Synod to a 
later hour of the day or to the next regular day of meeting. 

 
07. President.  When the President is absent from any cause, his Commissary, or in the 

event of there being no Commissary appointed or the appointed Commissary being 
unavailable, the person next in ecclesiastical rank shall take the Chair as Acting 
President during the absence of the President. 

 
08. Minute Reading Committee.   
 

08.1 At each session of Synod, one Clerical and one Lay member shall be elected 
to form a Minute Reading Committee.  The duty of the Minute Reading  

 Amended 2000                           Committee is to present the minutes to  the Diocesan Council for adoption at its 
first meeting after Synod. 

 
        Inserted 2000 08.2 That a synopsis of minutes, comprising results of all Canons and motions 

debated and voted upon and any other matters pertinent to parish life be 
circulated to all synodspersons within one month after the rising of Synod. 

 
09. Committee of Elections and Qualifications. 
 
 09.1. At each session of Synod the President shall appoint a committee of six 

members and a Chairman thereof to whom shall be referred all questions 
affecting the validity of the election of any members. 

 
 09.2. The Committee shall have power to send for persons, papers and records. 
 
 09.3. The Chairman shall have a casting but no other vote. 
 
10. Notice to Members of Synod. 
 
 10.1. The Diocesan Council shall forward to every Member of Synod at least 

fourteen days before the first day of the session:- 
 
  (1) its own report, together with the Treasurer's statement of accounts; 
 
  (2) a copy of the printed report of any committee; 
 
  (3) the draft of any Canon to be brought before Synod; 
 
  (4) the business paper for the first day of the session; 
 
  (5) a list of the elections required to take place during the session, and 
 
  (6) the draft of any motion to be brought before Synod. 
 
 10.2. Notwithstanding any irregularity in any notice of meeting or document referred 

to in Clause 10.1, Synod can proceed to consider and vote on any of the 
matters covered by the notice of meeting, and any resolutions carried shall be 
deemed to be duly and lawfully carried and any persons elected to office shall 
be deemed to be duly and lawfully elected. 

 
11. Order of Business.  The following shall be the order in which the business shall be 

proceeded with on the first day of the session:- 
 
 11.1. Prayers said by the President or his Chaplain 
 
 11.2. Reading of the Summons to Synod 
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 11.3. Election of Secretaries 
 
 11.4. Roll Call 
  
 11.5. Admission to Synod of Non-members. 
 
 11.6. Inaugural Address (if not previously delivered) 
 
 11.7. 11.7.1.  Election of Chairman of Committees 
 
  11.7.2.  Election of Deputy Chairman of Committees 
 
 11.8. Election of Treasurer 
 
 11.9. Election of Minute Reading Committee 
 
 11.10. Appointment of Committee of Elections and Qualifications 
 
 11.11. Appointment of Scrutineers for Elections 
 
 11.12. Notices of Elections 
 
 11.13. Petitions 
 
 11.14. Reports shall be laid on the table 
 
 11.15. Notices of Questions and Motions 
 
 11.16. Consideration of Reports 
 
 11.17. Consideration of Accounts 
 
 11.18. Consideration of Canons 
 
 11.19. Motions on Previous Notice 
 
 11.20. Notices of Questions and Motions 
 
 11.21. Announcement of the Nominations received for Elections 
 
 11.22. Adjournment 
 
 11.23. On each subsequent day, the business shall be transacted in the following 

order:- 
 
  (1) Prayers 
 
  (2) Roll Call 
 
  (3) Confirmation of Minutes 
 
  (4) Answers to Questions 
 
  (5) Presentation of Petitions, Returns and Reports 
 
  (6) Notices of Questions and Motions 
 
  (7) Orders of the Day 
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  (8) Motions on Previous Notice 
 
  (9) Notices of Questions and Motions 
 
  (10) Adjournment. 
 
 
12. Nominations 
 
 12.1. The Registrar shall read to Synod on the first day of every session the Notice of 

Election which shall state:- 
 
  (1) all elections required to take place during that session; 
 
  (2) that each nomination shall be in writing on the appropriate form, shall 

be signed by two members of Synod and the nominee; 
 
  (3) unless otherwise provided, Clergy shall be nominated by the House of 

Clergy and Lay shall be nominated by the House of Laity 
 
  (4) the time of closure of nomination, and 
 
  (5) the time and place of the commencement and closure of the ballot. 
 
 12.2. The names of all nominees shall be announced by the Secretaries before the 

close of the first day of Synod. 
 
13. Procedure for Elections 
 
 13.1. From the time specified for the commencement of the election to the closing of 

the ballot, voting papers may be obtained from the Registrar or his nominee 
who shall initial each paper and mark off on a list of members the name of the 
person to whom the paper has been given. 

 
 13.2. Unless otherwise provided, in all elections where Clerical and Lay 

representatives shall be elected, Clerical representatives shall be elected by 
the Clergy only and Lay representatives by Lay members of Synod only. 

 
 13.3. The voter shall strike out the names of those for whom he does not wish to 

vote. 
 
 13.4. If the number of persons nominated is less than or is the same as the number 

required then the President shall declare to Synod that such nominees have 
been duly elected without ballot and shall thereupon cause the names of such 
nominees to be delivered to the Secretaries.  If the number of nominees is less 
than the number required, the Diocesan Council shall have power to appoint up 
to the number required. 

 
 13.5. Counting of Votes 
 
  13.5.1.  The President shall appoint two or more scrutineers for each 

election of whom half shall be appointed from the House of Clergy 
and half shall be appointed from the House of Laity whose duty 
shall be to count the votes recorded at any such ballot, and to 
report in writing the result to the President. 

 
  13.5.2.  The Scrutineers shall reject as informal, ballot papers: 
 
    (1) not initialled by the Registrar or his/her nominee, or 
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    (2) recording votes for a greater number of candidates than the 
number required to be elected, or 

 
    (3) not marked in accordance with the provisions of these 

Standing Rules and Orders, so that the intention of the voter is 
not clear. 

 
  13.5.3.  Where at any election two or more candidates have received an 

equal number of votes, the Scrutineers shall report the result to the 
President, who shall thereupon give his casting vote. 

 
  13.5.4.  As soon as practicable after the receipt of the report of the result of 

any ballot, the President shall declare to Synod the names of the 
nominees elected and shall thereupon cause to be delivered to the 
Secretaries, the names of the nominees together with the number 
of votes recorded for every nominee for lodgement with the records 
of Synod. 

  
 13.6. Proceedings after Election 
 
  13.6.1.  After every election, the Scrutineers shall deliver to the Registrar all 

ballot papers used at any election (including all those ballot papers 
which have been rejected) and the Registrar shall as soon as 
practicable place in separate sealed packets all such ballot papers 
and shall safely keep the same until required by the Committee of 
Elections and Qualifications. 

 
  13.6.2.  If the ballot papers be not applied for or required by the Committee 

of Elections and Qualifications within thirty days following the day 
of holding of any election the Registrar shall then forthwith cause 
all packets containing all used and rejected ballot papers to be 
destroyed without the said packets being unsealed. 

 
14. Rules of Debate 
 
 14.1. President's Privilege.  The President may take the same part in the 

discussions as other members without leaving the Chair. 
 
 14.2. Members Speaking. 
 
  (1) Every member shall stand and address the President when speaking. 
 
  (2) Every member other than the President shall speak for no longer than 

three minutes provided that the mover of any motion (not being an 
amendment) may speak for no longer than five minutes. 

 
  (3) The President may, on the request of any member and with the leave 

of Synod, extend the time that a member may speak. 
 
 14.3. Questions of Order.  All questions of order shall be decided by the President, 

and such decision shall be final unless a vote of the Synod which may be 
called for by any three members shall alter it. 

 
 14.4. Calling to Order.  The President shall confine every member to the subject 

matter of debate and shall call to order any member who shall make personal 
reflections upon or impute improper motives to another member, and it shall 
not be in order for any member to interrupt a speaker except through the 
medium of the President and then only on a point of order or to make a 
personal explanation. 
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 14.5. Speaking More Than Once.  No member shall be allowed unless in 
Committee of the Whole to speak more than once on any question except in 
explanation of a mis-quotation of or misconstruction put upon his words 
provided that the mover of any question not being an amendment shall have 
the right of reply and that the seconder may reserve his speech to any period 
of the debate. 

 
 14.6. Formal Motions.  Before the orders of the day or motions are proceeded with 

the President at each sitting shall read over the motions on the Business Paper 
and every motion, unless it be declared not to be formal by the words "not 
formal" being called shall forthwith be put from the Chair without debate. 

 
 14.7. Orders of the Day.  The Synod may order any motion of which due notice has 

been given to be an Order of the Day for the following day.  An Order of the 
Day is a matter which the Synod has ordered to be taken into consideration or 
done on a particular day. 

 
 14.8. Questions and Privileges.  An urgent motion directly concerning the 

privileges of the Synod shall take precedence over other motions and Orders of 
the Day. 

 
 14.9. Adjourned Debate and Order of the Day.  An adjourned debate shall stand 

an Order of the Day for the next sitting and unless otherwise ordered shall take 
precedence. 

 
 14.10. Order of Motions.  Motions shall be taken in the order in which they stand and 

if not then made unless postponed by leave of the Synod shall be considered 
as having lapsed. 

 
 14.11. Motion not to be introduced in the same session.  No motion or 

amendment which is the same in substance as a motion or amendment which 
has been resolved in the affirmative or negative during the same session shall 
be again brought forward during the same session. 

 
 14.12. Amendment of Motion.  Any amendment to the whole or any part of a motion 

or resolution submitted to the Synod may be proposed which is not irrelevant 
but no amendment on an amendment shall be in order and when more than 
one amendment shall be proposed the last proposed shall be the first 
submitted to vote and so on till all are disposed of. 

 
 14.13. Resolutions Considered in Committee.  Any member may move that the 

Synod resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider any resolution 
submitted to it and the same rules shall then be observed where applicable as 
when in Committee on a Canon. 

 
 14.14. Notice of Motions. 
 

   14.14.1. Any member who wishes an informal motion to appear on the 
business paper of the session shall send notice in writing of such 
motion to the Registrar at least thirty days before the first day of the 
session. 

 
   14.14.2. Any notice of motion received after the date of thirty days prior to the 

first day of the session but before the Synod papers are dispatched 
may at the discretion of the Registrar be deemed a notice of motion 
given thirty days prior to the first day of the session and be dealt with 
in accordance with subsection 14.14.1 of this Standing Order. 

 
   14.14.3. Any member who wishes a motion to appear on the business paper 

of the session for which no notice has been given under subsection 
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14.14.1 hereof or been accepted under subsection 14.14.2 hereof 
shall only be entitled to introduce the motion by consent of Synod.  
Motions which Synod consents to have introduced from the floor of 
the house shall be placed on the business paper for the next sitting 
day of the session provided that:- 

 
    (1) if notice of the motion is given before 7.00pm on any sitting 

day it may be dealt with on the same sitting day after the hour 
of 7.00pm if Synod shall be sitting, or 

 
    (2) if notice of motion is given on the final sitting day of the 

session it may be dealt with on the same day only after the 
conclusion of all other business. 

 
  14.14.4.  Notice of motions shall be placed on the business paper in the order 

in which they are received. 
 
 14.15. Motions How Submitted.  No motion or amendment except when in 

Committee of the Whole Synod shall be in order until it is seconded and no 
amendment except of a verbal character shall be put from the Chair until a 
written copy shall be put into the hands of the President or Chairman. 

 
 14.16. Withdrawal of Motions.  No motion or amendment after being submitted shall 

be allowed to be withdrawn except with the consent of the mover and seconder 
and by permission of a majority of the Synod. 

 
 14.17. Divisions of Motions.  Any motion or amendment containing more than one 

question shall be divided at the request of any member. 
 
 14.18. Mode of Voting.  On all occasions the voting shall be on the voices or if called 

for by a show of hands and if a division is demanded by three members those 
in favour of the motion or amendment shall go to the right of the Chair and 
those against the motion or amendment to the left of the Chair and the 
President or Chairman shall appoint tellers and shall declare which side has 
the majority from a count of the members voting to be given to him by the 
tellers and if five members shall require it the names shall be recorded.  No 
member shall leave or enter the Synod after a division is called for until the 
result is declared. 

 
 14.19. Voting by Orders. 
 

   14.19.1. When a vote by orders shall be desired by the Bishop, or two priests, 
or four of the lay members, it shall be taken simultaneously. 

 
   14.19.2. No resolution shall be regarded as adopted by the Synod when the 

votes are taken by Orders unless the same be carried by a majority of 
each Order and assented to by the Bishop. 

 
 14.20. Motion for Adjournment.  A motion for adjournment either of the Synod or the 

debate may be made at any time, provided that no member be interrupted 
when speaking.  Provided further that no motion for the adjournment of the 
Synod be made during the progress of any debate unless such debate be first 
adjourned. 

 
 14.21. Superseding a Question.  A question may be superseded :- 
 
  (1) on notice being taken and it appearing that a quorum is not present; 
 
  (2) by amendments; 
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  (3) by the motion "That the Synod proceed to the next business"; 
 
  (4) by the closure, "That the question be now put"; the motion for the 

closure shall be put without discussion.  If resolved in the negative, the 
discussion of the main question shall continue; or 

 
  (5) by the previous question, "That the question be not now put", being 

resolved in the affirmative. 
 
 14.22. Other Business.  A motion to pass to some other business having been made 

and negated a motion for the previous question shall not be entertained. 
 
 14.23. Rescission or Discharge of Questions to the President or Members.  In 

putting a question no argument or opinion shall be offered nor any fact stated 
except so far as is necessary to explain the question. 

 
 
 
15. Order of Proceeding on Canons 
 
 15.1. The President shall call for a motion that the Canon be approved in principle; 

the mover may seek the leave of Synod to introduce the Canon with 
amendments to the Canon as circulated.  If such leave is granted the Canon so 
introduced shall be the Canon to be debated. 

 
 15.2. When a motion that a Canon be approved in principle has been moved and 

spoken to by the mover and seconder, the President shall ask if any member 
or members wish to ask the mover or seconder any question or questions to 
assist members to elucidate the purpose and intended effect of the Canon, and 
any member may then ask any such question which may thereupon be 
answered by the mover or seconder.  Further such questions may be asked 
and answered until the President announces that the debate shall proceed. 

 
 15.3. A person who has asked or answered a question during the period referred to 

in paragraph 15.2. shall not, for the purpose of the ensuing debate, be deemed 
to have spoken on the motion by virtue only of having asked or answered such 
question. 

 
 15.4. After the President has announced that the debate shall proceed, the general 

principle of the Canon shall be debated. 
 
 15.5. 15.5.1.  If the motion that the Canon be approved in principle be decided in 

the negative the Canon shall lapse.  
 
  15.5.2.  When Synod has agreed to a motion that the Canon be approved 

in principle, the President shall ask if any member wishes to debate 
the Canon in Committee. 

 
  15.5.3.  If any member shall answer "yes" then Synod shall, without motion 

being moved, forthwith be deemed to have resolved itself into 
Committee to consider the Canon in detail, unless the Synod 
resolves that consideration of the Canon by the Committee be an 
Order of the Day for another time. 

 
  15.5.4.  If no member shall answer "yes" the motion "that the Canon do 

now pass" may be moved forthwith without notice or may be made 
an Order of the Day for another time. 

 
 15.6. If a Canon is considered in Committee, the Chairman may allow it to be 

considered: 
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  (1) as a whole; 
 
  (2) clause by clause; 
 
  (3) by groups of clauses and single clauses; or 
 
  (4) in a manner which, in his opinion, the Chairman considers will best 

facilitate consideration of the amendments of the Canon that are to be 
proposed. 

 
 15.7. In Committee if the Canon is not taken as a whole: 
 
  (1) the title and preamble (if any) are postponed until after the clauses 

have been agreed to;  
 
  (2) the question shall be put by the Chairman in respect of each clause or 

each group of clauses, as the case requires, that it be agreed to; and 
 
  (3) when the clauses have all been agreed to either with or without 

amendment, the question shall be put, first in respect of the preamble 
(if any) then in respect of the title, that it be agreed to. 

 
 15.8. Upon the Committee completing its consideration of a Canon: 
 
  (1) the Synod shall be deemed to be reconvened and the Chairman shall 

report to the President the Canon as agreed by the Committee, and 
 
  (2) the President shall, without a motion being moved, put to the Synod 

the question "that the report be agreed to" which question shall be 
open to amendment that the Canon, or a specified clause, be 
recommitted to the Committee to consider an amendment. 

 
 15.9. When the question that the report of the Chairman be agreed to has been put 

to and passed by Synod, the motion "that the Canon do now pass" may be 
moved forthwith without notice or made an Order of the Day for another time. 

 
 15.10. When a Canon has been considered in Committee, a motion "that the Canon 

do now pass" shall not be moved unless and until the Chairman has, by 
certificate endorsed on a copy of the Canon, certified that the copy is a true 
copy of the Canon as agreed to by the Committee. 

 
 15.11. If a Canon, or a clause of a Canon, is recommitted to the Committee: 
 
  (1) the Synod shall, without a motion being moved, forthwith be deemed to 

have resolved itself into Committee to consider the proposed 
amendment; 

 
  (2) the procedure in Committee shall, as nearly as practicable, be the 

same as the procedure following the passing of the motion that the 
Canon be approved in principle except that the Committee shall 
consider only amendments relating to the purpose of its recommittal; 
and 

 
  (3) the procedure following completion of the consideration of the Canon 

in Committee shall, as nearly as practicable, be the same as that 
following completion of the consideration of the Canon in Committee in 
the first instance. 

 
 15.12. If the motion "that the Canon do now pass" is agreed to, then: 
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  (1) if the Canon was not considered in Committee, the Canon as 

introduced shall be a Canon duly passed; and 
 
  (2) if the Canon was considered in Committee the Canon as certified by 

the Chairman shall be a Canon duly passed. 
 
 15.13. The Clerical Secretary and the Lay Secretary shall certify on a copy of the 

Canon that it is a copy of the Canon as passed and the date of its passing. 
 
 15.14. A motion making the consideration of a Canon an Order of the Day may be 

moved without notice. 
 
 15.15. A motion that the Canon be approved in principle may be moved by the 

member of Synod, who gave the notice or, by leave of Synod, any other 
member. 

 
 15.16. Amendments of a grammatical or editorial nature, or to alter the numbering of 

sections, subsections and paragraphs or subparagraphs or cross-references in 
consequence of an amendment made to a Canon may be made, and 
typographical errors may be corrected in any part of a Canon by the Chairman 
of Committees or, in the case of a Canon which has not been considered in 
Committee, by the Clerical Secretary and the Lay Secretary without any motion 
being agreed to. 

 
16. Cases not provided for.  In all cases not specifically provided for by these rules and 

orders, questions of order or procedure shall be determined by the ruling of the 
President, or if Synod is in Committee by the ruling of the Chairman, from time to time 
as they arise.  Such rules shall be recorded and shall be observed and followed in 
future cases when the same question arises until standing rules and orders are made in 
that behalf. 

 


